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500 Reviews of Books 

all statements of money, weights, and measures, and in the case of 
money to ignore the wide distinction between specific value, or coin- 
weight, and present purchasing power, though the frequent result is to 
leave the numerical statement without meaning. 

The Early History of Cuba, 1492-1586. Written from Original 
Sources by I. A. Wright. (New York: Macmillan Company. 
1916. Pp. xvii, 390. $2.00.) 

This book represents two years of research in the Archivo General 
de Indias at Seville. " Not one document ", says the author, " concern- 
ing Cuba in one thousand that exist at Seville has been made public in 
any way" (p. xv). "I have ignored secondary sources because I know 
that there has passed through my hands a greater wealth of material for 
the writing of the history of Cuba than any other person has handled" 
(p. xvi). "It is not easy, as circumstances now are, for any person 
who may become my critic to make that examination" (p. xvi). The 
reviewer quotes the above that it may appear sufficiently clear that he 
cannot be expected to examine any statement of fact contained in the 
work, but must consider the merits of the book in a general way. 

No previous account of the period is so extensive. Miss Wright's 
work for that period is more detailed and more satisfactory in every 
sense than those of Arrate, Llave del Nuevo Mundo, written in 1761 ; 
Urrutia y Montoya, Teatro Histdrico, written in 1791 ; Valdes, Historia 
de la Isla de Cuba (Habana, 1813) ; Guiteras, Historia de la Isla de Cuba 
(New York, 1856-1866, two vols.) ; Pezuela, Historia de la Isla de Cuba 
(Madrid, 1868-1878, four vols.) ; and Rodriguez Ferrer, Naturalesa y 
Civilisacion de la Grandiosa Isla de Cuba, vol. II. (Madrid, 1887). 

Regarding the plan of the work, some objection can justly be raised. 
It is strictly a chronological history, containing a minute narrative of 
facts, woven together with a great deal of skill and scrupulous regard 
for accuracy. But it would, perhaps, have been more useful to have 
made a separate record of the different phases of the island's history 
during the period : for instance, discovery, settlements, government, 
finance, aborigines, slave labor, commerce and industry, social life, re- 
ligion, military and naval activities, invasion by pirates, etc. The book 
as written is divided into four parts: I., 1492-1524, Spain takes Posses- 
sion of Cuba; II., 1524-1550, an Era of Stagnation; III., 1550-1567, 
French Influence; and IV., 1567-1586, the Menace of the English. The 
narrative has been supplemented and continued in a series of articles 
published in La Re forma Social (Havana and New York), in the issues 
of September, October, and November, 1916, and November, 1917, en- 
titled " El Gobierno de Gabriel de Lujan en Cuba, 1579-1589 ". In addi- 
tion this magazine has published two studies on the origins of the sugar 
industry and the origins of mining in Cuba by Miss Wright (issues of 
April and June, 1916, respectively). 
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Miss Wright's purpose was, it appears, to write a history of Cuba, 
and to do this from original documents. In two years she was able to 
produce a book covering the first century of the island's history. If she 
were able to continue the task, it would be many years before the his- 
tory of Cuba would be written by her. Any interruption would leave 
the work unfinished, as planned by her. But conceding that her plan 
were fully carried out, a notable contribution to the history of Cuba 
would certainly have been made, yet we could hardly say that the his- 
tory of Cuba had been written, for this task is plainly beyond the re- 
sources of any one individual, and requires many hands for many years 
or decades. Without denying in any way the value of Miss Wright's 
work, it would have been in the long run a better service to the cause of 
historical investigation, if Miss Wright had abandoned the idea of writ- 
ing history and had undertaken the task of preparing a guide to the 
materials for Cuban history in the Archivo de Sevilla. If possible, as 
a complement to this work, she might have published and edited such 
documents as seemed to her most useful. Such a book would have had 
as ready a sale as the present one, and would have served as a spur 
to investigation. In spite of Miss Wright's book, the historian will 
have to go over all the work that she has done, for her book is an 
abridgment. A true history of the period from 1492 to 1589 requires at 
least ten times as many pages as Miss Wright has devoted to it, for the 
material, as she confesses, is enormous in bulk and deals with events 
of the greatest interest. 

There are no foot-notes to this book. At the beginning of each part 
is a brief note of the legajos or bundles containing material for the 
period, the reference being to the number or class-mark of the bundles. 
It will, therefore, be impossible to trace the statements made in the book, 
except by going over the thousands of documents forming the legajos 
mentioned by Miss Wright, until one discovers the particular document 
containing the facts which one desires to verify. This is the gravest 
defect of the book — but she thinks it unavoidable. 

It is also to be regretted that Miss Wright did not employ Spanish 
for writing her book, for in this language she would have been able to 
reproduce the text of the documents literally in many cases, and the 
book would have commanded a greater number of readers. A Spanish 
translation cannot be satisfactorily made, for the quotations from docu- 
ments when re-translated would not agree with the originals. 

Whatever criticism may be made against Miss Wright's book is not 
sufficient, however, to destroy the evident merit of her work, which is 
very conscientious, skillful, and scholarly. No book yet written on the 
history of Cuba can be considered superior to it in these particulars. 

Luis Marino Perez. 



